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depends upon whether you put the social or the
priestly functions of the clergyman highest, I am
inclined to rate their social value very high, but
then I prefer the parson to the priest. I dislike
the idea of a priestly caste, an ecclesiastical tradi-
tion, a body of people who have the administering
of mysterious spiritual secrets. I want to bring
religion home to ordinary people, not to segregate
it. I would rather have in every parish a wise
and kindly man with the same interests as his
neighbours, but with a good simple standard of
virtuous and brotherly living, .than a man endowed
with spiritual powers and influences, upholding a
standard of life that is subtle?, delicate, and refined
indeed, but which is neither simple nor practical,
and to which the ordinary human being cannot
conform, because it lies quite outside of his .range
of thought To my mind, the essence of the Gospel
is liberty and simplicity ; but the Gospel of ecclesi-
asticism is neither simple nor free*